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OUTLINEAND REVIEWOF PATHOLOGY. Edited by Herbert Braunstein. St. Louis, MO,
Mosby/Times Mirror, 1987. 526 pp. No price. Paperbound.
The second edition of Outline and Review ofPathology by Friedman, Stewart, and
Verity covers theessentials ofpathology in a way particularly suited tothesecond-year
medical student. Braunstein, the editor, states that the goal ofthe book is "coverage of
the field that is as complete as possible, presented in a concise fashion." Indeed, the
authors manage to cover major areas ofpathology in 31 compact chapters.
This book follows the traditional organization: general pathology and systemic
pathology. The first chapter in general pathology examplifies manyofthe strong points
of this volume: clarity, brevity, and organization. It begins with a brief review of
cellular components and their normal functions. Having established for the reader
what the normal state is, the authors then discuss abnormalities in cellular processes.
Steps involved in cell injury are outlined in the text and summarized in tables that are
easy to find, to use, and to understand. Specific examples ofcellular injury follow. At
theendofthechapter, therearenumerous reviewquestionsoftheNational Board type
that the medical student may find helpful. All chapters in this book start with a brief
reviewofnormal anatomy, cell biology, and physiology, followed by a fulldiscussion of
pathophysiology.
In addition to these chapters, the book contains two appendices that are extremely
well organized and well thought out. The oneon infectious diseases not only serves as a
good review of microbiology, but its coverage of diagnostic tests and pathologic
features of different infectious agents is exceedingly useful clinically. The other
appendix, titled "Diseases of Childhood," is one of a kind. Here major diseases of
childhood aretabulated andorganized according toorgan system rather than scattered
all through the book.
Furthermore, theindex isexcellent-all 36 pagesofit! With this extensive index, the
reader is easily able to look up any topic in the book.
The book is not, however, without itsdrawbacks. First, it contains no classicpictures
ofdiseased organs. Second, it includes no references. Theauthors suggest that the book
be used in conjunction with a classical pathology textbook.
In summary, despite the fact that this book has no illustrations or references, its
concise and well-organized chapters, tables, informative (even clinically relevant)
appendices, and excellent index make it a good book for the second-year medical
student to study, along with a textbook, to review for the National Boards, and to look
things up during his or her clinical years.
JOANNA JEN
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
STEREOSCOPIC ATLAS OF MACULAR DISEASES. DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT, Vols. 1
and 2. By J. Donald M. Gass. St. Louis, MO, The C.V. MosbyCompany, 1987. 801 pp.
plus index. No price.
Macular damage or disease causes a decrease in central vision. It is imperative that
the physician determine any changes in the normal structures of the macula and the
etiology of these abnormalities so that the patient may benefit from appropriate
therapies and, it is hoped, regain his or her eyesight. The third edition ofStereoscopicBOOK REVIEWS 605
Atlas ofMacular Diseases. Diagnosis and Treatment by Dr. Donald Gass presents a
detailed and thorough review ofdiseases affecting the macula.
The author begins by presenting the normal macula, its anatomy, histology,
physiology, and angiographic findings. A new chapter discussing "the principles'of
interpretation of fluorescein angiograms as they relate to the basic pathophysiologic
and histopathologic changes occurring in the retina and choroid" has been added in
this edition. The chapters that follow include diseases causing choroidal exudative and
hemorrhagic detachment of the retina, folds of the choroid and retina, heredodystro-
phic disorders, macular dysfunction caused by retinal vascular disorders, inflamma-
tory disease, traumatic retinopathy, toxic diseases, hemartomas, neoplastic diseases,
macular dysfunction caused by vitreous, optic nerve diseases that may masquerade as
macular diseases, and, finally, photocoagulation treatment of macular diseases. Each
chapter ends with extensive references organized into categories corresponding to the
disease presented in the chapter.
Since the book is an atlas, it is composed of black-and-white fundus photographs,
stero color fundus photographs, fluorescein angiographs, and photomicrographs. Each
illustration is accompanied by explanatory text on the facing page. The author also
includes hand-drawn schematic diagrams depicting various histopathologies, making
understanding simpler. A total of2,410 illustrations is contained in the twovolumes of
this book, encompassing not only diseases solely affecting the eyes, but also ocular
manifestation ofsystemic illnesses-for example, retinopathy in lupus erythematosus.
The reader becomes quickly impressed by the vast amount of information and the
beautiful collection ofillustrations contained in these volumes.
Some of the macular diseases that were untreatable now are with the recent
introduction of photocoagulation techniques. The last chapter, on photocoagulation,
discusses the general principles of photocoagulation and the types of coagulation
suitable for different macular lesions. The author cautions, however, that this
treatment is not without complication and the ophthalmologist must evaluate each
patient carefully before instituting such treatment.
To the ophthalmologist, this book is a must because it is a complete and up-to-date
survey ofmacular diseases. For the non-ophthalmologist, it serves as a useful reference
to specifics ofmacular diseases and some ofthe principles and methods ofinterpreting
fundus photographs and fundus fluorescein angiographs.
PEGGY LIAO
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
OXFORD TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE. Second Edition. Edited by D.J. Weatherall, J.G.G.
Ledingham, and D.A. Warrell. Volume I: Sections 1-12 and Index. Volume II:
Sections 13-28, Appendix, and Index. New York, Oxford University Press, 1987. Not
paginated. $135.00 the set.
A second edition ofthe two-volume Oxford Textbook ofMedicine was published in
1987. The editors obviously spared noeffort in updating the text to reflect the headlong
advances in clinical and pre-clinical medicine, while maintaining clear and excellent
expositions of the basic principles of pathophysiology, history taking, and clinical
examination. Attention has also been directed to convenience ofuse, with expansion of